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The Douglas family has a long-standing, rich history in the Flowing 
Wells Community.  Jeretta enrolled at Flowing Wells High School 
and graduated in 1961.  In 1967, Jeretta married Walter Douglas, 
who also graduated from Flowing Wells High School and soon 
after, they purchased a home in the community.  Jeretta has 
remained in the school district ever since. Over the years, she 
has participated in countless commencement ceremonies, and 
has witnessed both her daughters and a granddaughter graduate 
from Flowing Wells High School.  Currently, three Douglas 
grandchildren are enrolled in the District.  

Jeretta has been active in school, civic and community 
organizations.  She served as the Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO) president, Sunday school superintendent for Dove of Peace 
Lutheran Church, president of Saguaro Rotary, co-founded the 
Flowing Wells Alumni Association, and was an instrumental 
leader with the Flowing Wells Community Effort Council.  She 
worked with the City of Tucson to create the first Family Resource 
Center which currently operates out of Flowing Wells Junior High 

School.  Jeretta served as president 
of the Pima County School Board 
Collaborative and served on the 
Mayor’s Task Force for Education.  
In 2002, Jeretta was named the All 
Arizona School Board Member, 
recognized with the Barbara Robey 

Lifetime Achievement Award , 
and was honored as a member 
of the Lou Ella Kleinz Award 
for School Board Excellence.  

Mrs.  Jeretta Douglas stepped 
down from the Flowing Wells 
School Board on January 9, 
2017 after serving continuously 
since 1987, almost 30 years.  
Jeretta is now volunteering as 
a reading tutor in the Flowing 
Wells School District and continues to operate her hair salon 
business.  

The Flowing Wells School District is infinitely better because of 
Jeretta’s leadership.  A hallmark of her leadership has been the 
constant focus of her words and actions on behalf of the students 
and children throughout the community.  She has always remained 
an optimist and is excited for the future.  At her retirement 
celebration, Jeretta shared, “We don’t want to be holding students 
back by not adapting.”  Flowing Wells School District will continue 
to honor and pursue Jeretta’s personal mission of creating 
opportunities for students to excel academically and achieve 
individual goals.  Thank you, Mrs. Douglas!

News, Notes & Quotes
THANK YOU, Jeretta Douglas

Fiesta Bowl Wishes FOR TEACHERS
Congratulations to Hendricks Elementary School teachers Kiley Ambuehl, Steve 
Ambuehl, Monica Valdez, and Tracey Antista, who were selected to have their 
wishes granted by the Fiesta Bowl Wishes for Teachers program. Wishes 
included new classroom furniture, funding for a yearly educational field 
trip to the Grand Canyon, and a class set of Chromebooks to support 
students’ unique learning and individual needs. Thanks Fiesta 
Bowl in partnership with College Football Playoff foundation’s 
Extra Yard for Teachers for supporting our teachers!
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Although it may feel 
early to be thinking 
about the first day 
of school, our future 
kindergartners and 
their families may 
want to.  Each of 
our six elementary 
schools in Flowing 
Wells will begin 

their Kindergarten Roundups in March.  Now, the name may 
sound like some lasso-swinging Rodeo fun, but in reality the 
term is all about registering soon-to-be Kinder Kiddos early, so 
our schools are best prepared to serve all of the little learners 
coming their way.  Following early enrollment, schools and 
kindergarten teachers will host families for orientations prior to 

the start of the 2017-18 school year.  Here, parents and children 
have the opportunity to get to know both the teachers and new 
learning environment.  

Each Flowing Wells elementary school offers full-day kinder-
garten at no cost to parents.  Within these hours, our masterful 
kindergarten teachers engage learners in systematic pho-
nics; guided, leveled reading; student-centered mathemat-
ics; inquiry-based science explorations; and positive social 
interactions.  Our schools provide enrichment time each day in 
the areas of computers, physical education, music, and library.  
Our sites monitor student progress and are prepared to provide 
additional support services to ensure appropriate growth in 
early literacy.  All Flowing Wells schools are open-enrollment 
and would happily discuss their kindergarten program with 
interested parents.

If anyone you know has a child who will be five years of age 
on or before September 1, 2017 – please invite them to visit our 
campuses on the following dates or call for more information.

Kinder Roundup

2017 KINDER ROUNDUP DATES
Centennial Elementary March 24 Ph. 696-8200 

Hendricks Elementary March 17 Ph. 696-8400 

Homer Davis Elementary March 20 Ph. 696-8250 

Laguna Elementary  March 16 Ph. 696-8450 

Richardson Elementary  March 27 Ph. 696-8500 

Walter Douglas Elementary  March 13 Ph. 696-8300

Laguna Fiddlers Club Winter Tour
The Laguna Fiddlers Club completed its first ever winter tour 
this past December.  This group of intrepid 6th grade musicians 
traveled around the Flowing Wells community on the morning of 
December 22nd to perform feats of fiddling fantasticalness and 
spread holiday cheer! Stops for the group included the Flowing 
Wells District Office, Emily Meschter Early Learning Center and 
The Fountains at La Cholla assisted living home. Our 6th grade 
musicians dazzled audiences young and old with their ferocious 
fiddling facility.  The Laguna Fiddlers had so much fun they are 
already eagerly anticipating a follow up tour later this spring! 
Bravo Laguna Fiddlers and teacher Will Houchin!
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Economic 
Education 
Teacher of the Year
Flowing Wells High School Social 
Studies teacher, Travis Klein, was 
honored in October at the National 
Financial Literacy and Economic 
Education Conference in Phoenix 
for being selected as the High 
School Economic Educator Teacher 
of the Year!

Amee Legarra  
is named a  
National 
Board Certified 
Teacher
National Board Certification 
is a very challenging and 
prestigious recognition 
which involves a multi-year 
commitment to meet rigorous 
requirements.  The focus 

is on planning for effective teaching, analyzing student 
performance and reflecting on the teaching-learning 
process. Mrs. Legarra is one of only eight teachers in the 
history of our district to receive this exceptional award. 
Congratulations Mrs. Legarra on this very deserving 
recognition.  

Chicanos Por La Causa – 
Esperanza Latino Teacher Award

Each year, Chicanos Por La Causa recognizes four 
outstanding Latino teachers in the state. This year, one of 
them was from Tucson: Jose “Chach” Snook, music teacher 
at Flowing Wells Junior High School. His students say he 
teaches much more than music, he builds self-confidence 
and encourages teamwork. His colleagues say his charisma 
and passion are contagious, and have a profound impact on 
the climate and culture at Flowing Wells. 

Tucson Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce 40 under 40
Jennifer Anglin, teacher at Flowing Wells Junior High, 
was honored on December 2, 2016 as a 40 under 40 award 
recipients. This award recognizes young leaders who are 
making an impact in the community with their professional 
and charitable work. 

CONGRATULATIONS Teachers!
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Emily Meschter  
Early Learning Center 
Receives Prestigious 

Five Star Quality Rating! 

Obtaining a five-star rating from Quality First: Things First,  
involved earning high scores on three rigorous assessments:

Classroom Assessment Scoring System, Quality First Point Scale, 
and Environmental Rating Scale.

Congratulations to all members of Emily Meschter Early Learning Center  
family for this well-deserved recognition!

Grace Dalrymple, Flowing 
Wells High School Student 
Body President, was one 
of 11 candidates running 
for Arizona Association of 
Student Councils (AASC). 
Every year at AASC State 
Convention, the attending 
schools elect three state 
presidents to represent the 
state. This year 147 schools 
attended the convention in 
Lake Havasu and elected 
Grace as one of the state 
presidents. We are all very 
proud of Grace as she 
represents the state and 
Flowing Wells. 

Grace Dalrymple 

Arizona State Student Council President
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We are pleased to report the AdvancED External Review Team has recommended to the Accreditation 
Commission that the Flowing Wells School District earn the Distinction of Accreditation by AdvancED (for another 
five-year term.

In the spring of 2012, Flowing wells School District earned the distinction of being one of the first districts in 
Arizona to be awarded district-wide accreditation.  The current accreditation is valid through June 30, 2017.  In 
order to maintain this distinction, the District recently completed a rigorous process to maintain accreditation for 
another five year cycle. This began with an Internal Review in which teachers and administrators at each school 
in the District collected and analyzed feedback from stakeholders, student performance data and other data 
from their school sites.  Each school team then scored itself on each of five standards for accreditation and 
compiled a detailed report on the findings.  A similar process was also completed at the District level by district 
administrators.  

The External Review Team, a team of professional educators selected by AdvancED, arrived in Tucson on 
Sunday, February 5 to complete its assessment of the District.  During the review, the External Review Team 
conducted interviews with a range of system/school stakeholders, reviewed system/school documents and 
student performance data, and made professional observations to determine the degree to which the Flowing 
Wells School District meets Standards for accreditation. 

The Lead Evaluator then shared the team’s findings with the Governing Board during a public meeting on 
Wednesday, February 8.   She praised the deep commitment to students that the Flowing Wells community 
and all its stakeholders consistently demonstrate.  She specifically acknowledged our nationally recognized 
new teacher induction model for professional development, caring relationships, and our unwavering 
commitment to fine arts.  

The Flowing Wells School District also received special recognition from AdvancED for the following 
powerful practices, which are considered exemplary models: 

•  The Governing Board’s commitment to effective and efficient operation procedures and policies as 
evidenced by ongoing training and philosophy of service.

•  School personnel at all levels share a collaborative culture that is student centered and reflects a sense 
of family and community among stakeholders. 

 Additionally, Emily Meschter Early Learning Center was recognized for the following powerful practices:

•  A family atmosphere and climate where students are valued, appreciated, and nurtured guides the 
actions of administration, staff and parents.

• The school communicates regularly and effectively with parents about student classroom progress 
and behavior and families are provided opportunities to be involved in school and its programs and 
activities.

• The school provides a well-maintained and safe facility that enhances the learning environment for all 
stakeholders.

Congratulations and thank you, Flowing Wells!

Flowing Wells School District 
Recommended for Continued Accreditation
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8th Grade 
Arizona Senators 

to Washington, DC

On January 18, 2017 thirty-four of our 
Flowing Wells Junior High 8th graders 
headed to the East Coast as part of 
the “Arizona Senators Trip”. 

This once-in-a-lifetime experience 
has been a yearly tradition for thirty 
years. The trip includes travel through 
Washington D.C., Pennsylvania, and 
New York City as students learn about 
the history, politics, and culture of our 
nation. 

In Washington D.C., students visit  
the White House, Lincoln Memorial, 
Smithsonian Museum, and many other  
important and exciting landmarks 
while an experienced tour guide 
teaches them about the significance 
of each place. Students are then 
transported back in time as they 
tour Amish country in Pennsylvania, 
followed by a day of historic 
sightseeing in Philadelphia, including 
visits to Independence Hall and the 
Liberty Bell. Finally, students arrive in 
New York City. In addition to a solemn 
visit to the 9/11 memorial at Ground 
Zero, highlights in NYC include a visit 
to the Statue of Liberty, the Empire 
State Building, and a night at a 
Broadway play. 

Students returned home after their 
week-long adventure with a new 
understanding of the United States 
and memories that will last a lifetime.

Ramon Rodriguez – Martin Luther King 
Realize the Dream recognition 
at Basketball Classic
Congratulations to Roman Rodriguez, honored with the Martin Luther King “Realize 
the Dream” recognition during the MLK Basketball Classic Event held on January 
16, 2017. Roman has been the gym technician for Flowing Wells High School for 
the last 15 years. He has never missed a football, soccer, basketball, baseball, or 
softball game. His customers are the students he serves and his customer service 
is exceptional. He volunteered to take on the responsibility to see that all athletes 
get a snack after each practice, and delivers all the food to each coach so it can 
be handed out to students in the fitness center, study tables, or at practices. If he 
notices someone’s car not starting in the parking lot, he is the 
first one there to assist them, whether it is a student, athlete, 
or a spectator. He also collects old bicycles, buys the 
replacement parts needed for repair, fixes them up to look 
new and delivers them to needy children in Mexico. Many 
say Roman has a heart of gold;  he is truly a fine example 
that represents the spirit of Martin Luther King. 

Congratulations, Robin Pakka, on 
being selected to participate in 
the Fulbright-Hays Project Abroad, 
traveling to Bosnia and Albania in the 
summer of 2017. We are proud to have 
you on our team as the Advanced 
Placement European 
History and Advanced 
Placement United 
States Government 
teacher at Flowing 
Wells High School! 

Robin Pakka – Fulbright Hays Bosnia
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Rifle Team Took State
The Flowing Wells JROTC Rifle Team returned to the top of 
the podium with a State Championship on Saturday, January 
14, 2017.  The top 20 teams from around the state were invited 
to attend.  Flowing Wells qualified two teams and earned 
1st and 7th place finishes.  At the end of the event there is a 
“Finals” shoot-off between the top eight individual shooters.  
FW placed three cadets in this group, which is only the 
second time in Arizona State history that one team placed 
three in the event (the first time was five years ago when it 
was also accomplished by Flowing Wells).  Members of the 
championship team are:

Anthony Duran, Caden Gamblin, Aaron McCommon, and 
Wesley Smith.

This same team, and our Junior Varsity team also qualified 
for the larger Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP) Western 
Regionals in Salt Lake City, Utah in April 2017, with the CMP 
National Championships scheduled for June 2017  in Port 
Clinton, Ohio.

There are currently 16 young men and women on the Rifle 
Team with 14 returning next year. That speaks well of the 
program and what we should expect from this young team.  
The lead coach is Flowing Wells High School Volunteer of the 
Year, Mr. Jeff Schneider.  Jeff’s time with the team is clear 
evidence that demonstrates how hard work breeds success.

• school grounds
• school buildings
• school parking lots
• school playing fields

• school buses
• district vehicles off-campus
• school sponsored events

The possession or use of tobacco 
products (including electronic 
cigarettes) is strictly prohibited, this 
includes all the following locations:

JROTC Posting Colors at  
Arizona State Legislature

At the invitation of Senator Steve Farley, Flowing 
Wells High School Junior Reserve Officer Training 

Corps (JROTC) was honored to post the colors at the 
Arizona State Legislature on January 18, 2017.

Tobacco Free Policy
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Superintendent’s Office 696-8801
Educational Services 696-8805
Human Resources  696-8825
Business Services 696-8813
Centennial Elementary  696-8200

Health Office 696-8202
YES 293-8210

Davis Elementary 696-8250
Health Office 696-8252
YES 293-0820

Douglas Elementary 696-8300
Health Office 696-8302
YES 293-8188

Hendricks Elementary 696-8400
Health Office 696-8402
YES 531-0953

Laguna Elementary 696-8450
Health Office 696-8452
YES 888-7434

Richardson Elementary School 696-8500
Health Office 696-8502
YES 742-0438

District Administration Center 696-8803
Exceptional Student Services  696-8836
Emily Meschter Early Learning Center 696-8909
Food Service Department 696-8622
Maintenance 696-8872
Transportation  696-8870
Flowing Wells Extension Programs 887-2600
Flowing Wells High School 696-8002

Athletics 696-8019
Attendance Office 696-8023
Bookstore 696-8026
Counseling 696-8033
Health Office 696-8036
Registrar 696-8040

Flowing Wells Junior High 696-8550
Attendance Office 696-4803
Nurse 696-8558

Sentinel Peak High School 696-8900

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

FLOWING WELLS SCHOOLS
Iola Frans Administration Center
1556 West Prince Road, Tucson 
Arizona 85705
Telephone (520) 696-8801
Fax (520) 690-5620

Dr. David Baker, Superintendent 

FLOWING WELLS GOVERNING 
BOARD
Kevin Daily President
Gerald Long Clerk
Wendy Effing Member
Thomas Jacobs Member 
James Love Member

Dr. René Ground Assistant Superintendent, Editor
Danielle Sanchez Administrative Assistant, Co-Editor

News, Notes & Quotes
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